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Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R § 1.97(d) 

Sir: 

Applicants have received an Official Action, dated August 2, 2004, and are in the 
process of formulating a response, which is due on November 2, 2004, without an 
extension, in the above-identified application. In the interim, this Information Disclosure 
Statement is being submitted to ensure that it is in the file when the Examiner takes up the 
application for action. 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in accordance 
with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is directed to 
the patent documents listed on the enclosed citation Form PTO-1449. The patent 
documents were recently cited in the enclosed European Search Report, which is dated 
August 23, 2004. A copy of the cited patent documents and the Search Report also are 
enclosed. 
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FEE 

Also enclosed is a check for the required fee of $180.00 to cover the Information 
Disclosure Statement fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(2). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in or credit any 
overpayment of this fee to Deposit Account No. 06-1205. A duplicate of this paper is 
enclosed. 

REMARKS 

It is noted that Japanese Patent Document No. 2-244174 along with an English 
language abstract was cited in an Information Disclosure Statement filed April 5, 2002. A 
corresponding Patent Abstracts of Japan document is listed on the enclosed citation form. 

CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully requested that the cited patent documents be considered by the 
Examiner and that a copy of the enclosed citation Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating 
that such patent documents have been considered. 

It is earnestly believed that all requirements for consideration of this Information 
Disclosure Statement have been satisfied. 

Favorable consideration hereof is earnestly solicited. 



Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. office 
by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
New York office at the address given below. 



FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 

WMWNtas 



Respectfully submitted, 
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APPLICATION NO. 
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FILING DATE GROUP j 
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OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 






Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication No. 9-292764, 11/11/97. 






Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication No. 2000-122423, 04/28/00. 






Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication No. 8-314258, 11/29/96. 






Patent Abstracts of Japan, Publication N 


o. 2-244174, 09/28/90. 


EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy 
of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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